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Dear Ms. Morrison: 
 
The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed your correspondence dated January 5, 
2023 regarding the Jackson County Economic Development Foundation – Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) for the Trent Lott International Airport (TLIA) in Jackson County, 
Mississippi. Our comments are submitted in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
(87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
 
The results of your biological survey (December 2022) indicated that the TLIA contains 
potentially suitable habitat for the federally threatened red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides 
borealis, RCW). Although trees potentially suitable for foraging and nesting are present, no 
RCW’s nor their cavities were observed. 
 
The Service concurs with your determination regarding the RCW. There are no records of this 
species within or near the TLIA and the fire-maintained, open-pine habitat required by the RCW 
appears to be absent within or adjacence to the TLIA.  
 
However, the Service disagrees with your determination that suitable habitat is not present for 
the endangered Mississippi Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis pulla). We have numerous records 
of cranes using the mowed portions of the TLIA, which mimics the open-pine savannah habitat 
necessary for foraging and roosting. Therefore, we recommend that this species be considered 
during the planning stages of all future activities at the TLIA, and avoidance and minimization 
measures be developed to avoid impacts to this species.   
 
Finally, your biological survey concluded that suitable habitat for all other federally listed 
species found in Jackson County was not identified on the TLIA.  We concur with this 
determination. 
 

  



Your correspondence indicated that the new MOU would provide predevelopment review by the 
commenting agencies; therefore, we look forward to reviewing any future proposed development 
projects at the TLIA.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact David Felder of our office, telephone: (601) 321-1131. 
 
 

     
Sincerely, 
 

        ______________                                   
James Austin 

       Field Supervisor 
       Mississippi Field Office 
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